
  

 

 

 

 
ECA GROUP selects CTM and PATRIA to supply electromagnetic and 
acoustic modules for the minesweeping solution it will deliver to the 

Belgian and Royal Netherlands navies 

 

ECA GROUP has contracted CTM and PATRIA to supply two minesweeping subsystems that will be towed 
with its INSPECTOR 125-S Unmanned Surface Vehicle (USV). The fully integrated solution will provide 
enhanced multi-influence minesweeping capabilities within the Mine Counter Measures replacement 
(rMCM) programme awarded by Belgium and the Netherlands to the Belgium Naval & Robotics 
consortium, composed of Naval Group and ECA GROUP. 

Following a rigorous and thorough selection process, ECA GROUP has finalised its choice of subsystems 
for its minesweeping solution, choosing the electromagnetic signature generation system (MLM-3100) 
from CTM, and the acoustic signature generation system (ACS-66) from PATRIA.  

ECA GROUP will develop a fully-integrated hardware and software system composed of its INSPECTOR 
125-S USV, the minesweeping modules from CTM and PATRIA, an electrical power generator and a 
release connector creating a complete turnkey influence minesweeping solution. The value and 
uniqueness of ECA GROUP’s offer resides in its capacity to provide an A-Z solution, ensuring the inter-
compatibility of equipment and software components, managing software implementation and the 
man-machine interface that will be used for mission preparation and execution, developing the STS 
(sweep tracking system), and performing the overall system integration. In addition, ECA GROUP is also 
developing the launching and recovery procedures from the shore and the mothership, taking in charge 
the development of associated equipment, namely the slipway and winch. 

The INSPECTOR 125-S USV has a maximum speed of 13 knots. It is a robust platform and has a low 
magnetic and acoustic signature to prevent mine triggering.  In addition, its unsinkability keeps it afloat 
in the unlikely event of a mine explosion nearby. The INSPECTOR 125-S allows the sweep to be towed 
at up to 8 knots by a 160m cable to ensure that the USV remains far enough away from any mine 
explosions. 

CTM’s system allows the generation of electromagnetic signatures while PATRIA’s system enables 
acoustic signature generation. They allow the mine fuses to be jammed or activated, depending on the 
desired effect for three different modes: 

For the Target Simulation Mode, the multi-influence minesweeping system will simulate, or ‘mimic’, the 
electromagnetic and acoustic signatures of a given ship, as required by the customer navy, and 
materialised by the characteristics entered into the mission management system.  
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2 other mine sweeping modes are available:  

- Mine Jamming Mode – used for generating a sound and magnetic field which will jam the mine’s 
detection capability, preventing it from reacting. 

- Mine Setting Mode – when the mines are known, this mode is deployed on the basis of 
electromagnetic and acoustic signatures of the mines targeted during the mission. 

ECA GROUP will take delivery of the subsystems from PATRIA and CTM in the first semester of 2023. 
The final, complete solution integrating CTM and PATRIA modules will be presented to the Belgian and 
Royal Netherlands Navies by the BNR consortium during the first semester of 2024 following a 
comprehensive phase of tests and sea trials.  

“The collaboration with CTM and PATRIA will enable ECA GROUP, within the 

framework of Belgium Naval & Robotics, to supply the Belgian and Royal Netherlands 

navies with state-of-the-art, integrated mine-sweeping capabilities, equipping them to 

face the challenges of modern naval mines” said Jean-Louis Sambarino, Programme 

Director, ECA GROUP. 

 

 

About Belgium Naval & Robotics: Belgium Naval & Robotics, a consortium composed of Naval Group and ECA 
GROUP, was awarded the contract to supply twelve mine-hunting vessels to the Belgian and Royal Netherlands 
navies in May 2019.   www.belgium-naval-and-robotics.be  

About PATRIA: PATRIA is an international provider of defence, security and aviation life cycle support services, pilot 
training and technology solutions. PATRIA provides its aerospace and military customers with equipment 
availability, continuous performance development as well as selected intelligence, surveillance and management 
system products and services. PATRIA’s vision is to be the #1 partner for critical operations on land, sea and 
air.    www.patriagroup.com  

About CTM:  Ośrodek Badawczo-Rozwojowy Centrum Techniki Morskiej JSC, a PGZ Group company, has extensive 
competences and experiences in designing, constructing, supplying and maintaining the integrated systems in the 
area of naval and civilian maritime technologies, and particularly command, data analysis and processing, 
communication, naval vessels and underwater systems. Based on modern research-technical and production 
facilities, CTM delivers and develops its solutions thanks to continuous R&D and implementation works. 
Participation in national and foreign R&D programmes is the key activity of the Center, including for EDA and 
NATO.  https://ctm.gdynia.pl/en/  
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ECA GROUP 
 
Recognized for its expertise in robotics, automation systems, simulation and 
industrial processes, ECA GROUP has been developing complete, innovative 
technological solutions for complex missions in hostile and confined 
environments since 1936. Its product offering is designed for an international 
client base that is demanding, both in terms of safety and effectiveness. The 
Group’s main markets are in the defense, maritime, aeronautics, simulation, 
industrial and energy sectors. 
ECA GROUP is a Groupe Gorgé company. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Press Contact 
 
Heli REINIKAINEN 

Marketing & Communication Manager 

T : +33 (0)4 94 08 90 00 

M : reinikainen.h@ecagroup.com

 

Visit our website and learn more about our News & events 

Follow us : 
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/eca-group
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-kO7VfwJB-L4F63V4Mewiw
https://twitter.com/ECA_Group
https://www.ecagroup.com/en/news-stories

