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Underwater mine countermeasure for the future:  

ECA Group is set to develop autonomous underwater 

vehicles as part of the French-UK MMCM programme 

 
ECA Group is a partner in the MMCM programme, which OCCAR awarded to 

Thalès (in partnership with BAE Systems) on 27 March 2015. Aimed at the 

British and French navies, this programme will develop a prototype 

autonomous system for the detection and neutralisation of sea mines and 

underwater improvised explosive devices. 

The programme comprises three stages, two of which are optional.  

In the first stage, which represents several million euros and should be 

completed in 2015 and 2016, ECA Group will design the Autonomous 

Underwater Vehicles (AUV) and its Launch and Recovery System (LARS). ECA 

Group has filed several patents for the latter system, which falls under its 

areas of expertise. 

The systems will be manufactured and delivered during the following stages 

of the programme, which represent more than €10 million. They will enable 

the French and British navies to perform operational assessments. 

ECA Group's participation in this programme confirms its leading position - 

worldwide and especially in Europe, over a period spanning more than 30 

years in the unmanned neutralisation of underwater mines.  
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ECA Group 
 

The ECA Group is renowned for its expertise in robotics, automated systems, 
simulation and industrial processes. Ever since 1936 it has been developing 
complete innovative technological solutions to perform complex missions in 
hostile or restrictive environments. 
Its products are used by a demanding international clientèle requiring the 
highest levels of safety and efficiency, mainly in the sectors of defence, 
maritime, aerospace, simulation, energy and industrial equipment. 
 

In 2013, the Group reported revenue of 94 M€ for its three Departments: 
Robotics, Aerospace and Simulation.   
 

ECA Group is a Groupe Gorgé company. 
 

ECA Group is listed on Euronext Paris Compartiment C. 
Indices : SBF 250, CAC SMALL 90 et CAC IT- ISIN code : FR0010099515 
Mnémo : ECASA - Code Bloomberg : ECASA:FP 
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Well known for its mine identification and neutralisation vehicles, which can 

operate at depths of more than 300 metres and in areas with very strong 

currents, ECA Group has extended its offer over the last ten years. It now boasts 

the most comprehensive range of underwater and surface drones required to 

launch an unmanned mine countermeasure fighting force. 

ECA Group's range of mine countermeasure AUVs includes the A9-M, A18-M 

and A27-M. This comprehensive and complementary range of vehicles carrying 

the various sensors required to detect, identify and locate mines can operate in 

shallow water and in the deep sea. The autonomous underwater vehicle 

designed for the MMCM programme will be derived from the A27-M, the largest 

AUV in the range. It will include the most recent SAMDIS sonar from Thalès. The 

LARS will enable this AUV to be launched in the most challenging sea conditions 

from non-specialised vessels. 
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